
Food Scraps
Fruit & vegetables
Bread, pasta & grains
Eggshells, nutshells
Coffee grounds & filters 
Tea bags

Food-Soiled 
Paper
Paper towels & napkins
Paper plates & cups
Paper food wrap
Paper take-out cartons
Greasy pizza boxes
Milk cartons containing food scraps
Paper bags containing food scraps
Shredded paper

Yard Waste
Grass & leaves
Weeds
Prunings
Houseplants
Branches 
(under 4’ long, 4" wide)

NO!
Meat, fish or chicken

Dairy products
Plastic bags, wrap, straws

Animal or human waste 
Pet litter

Facial or toilet tissue
Diapers

Soil, rocks
Stumps/limbs 

(over 6’ long, 4" wide)
Lumber or fencing

Metal, plastic, glass
Hazardous waste
Grease or liquids

Styrofoam

(206) 684-3000

YES!

(206) 684-3000  
TTY (206) 233-7241 

www.seattle.gov/util/yard



What Do I Do With Extra 
Yard Waste?
Put yard waste that doesnʼt fit in the cart 
(no vegetative food waste) in any of these:

◆  32-gallon cans with handles and lids.
 ◆ Weight limit 60 lbs.
 ◆  Label cans “yard waste” and put   

 your address on them.

◆  Bundles. Bundle yard waste with fiber 
twine. Do not use wire, nylon or plastic 

 cord, which are not compostable. 
 (Limit 4ʼ long by 2ʼ diameter.)

◆  32-gallon Kraft paper yard waste bags.

Collection How-Toʼs
◆  The basic monthly yard waste 
 fee covers your 96-gallon cart 
 AND one additional 32-gallon 
 unit of yard waste per collection. 
 There is a charge for each 
 additional unit over the basic units.

◆  Yard waste is collected every other week, 
year-round. Check your collection calendar 
or visit www.seattle.gov/util/services/

 recycling for your schedule.

◆  Do not use plastic bags for yard waste or 
food scraps/food-soiled paper.

For Your Information
◆  Including vegetative food waste in yard 

waste carts is voluntary.

◆  Collected yard and food waste is 
 composted and sold at home and 
 garden stores as mulch. 
 Visit www.cedar-grove.com 
 for more information.

◆  For information on 
 backyard composting: 
 www.seattle.gov/util/
 services/yard/composting/ 

◆  Or call (206) 684-3000.

Food Scrap Storage Tips 
To avoid odor and fruit flies, you can: 
◆ Use empty paper cartons or paper bags to store 

vegetative food scraps. Paper cartons and bags can 
go in the yard and food waste cart with the scraps.      

◆ Use a plastic container with a tight fitting lid to store 
vegetative food scraps (Empty contents into yard 
and food waste cart and reuse container).                                                                                     

◆  Empty vegetative food scraps into the yard waste 
cart daily. 

◆  Rinse kitchen container and yard waste cart 
 frequently into yard areas or sanitary sewer drains.

◆  Line kitchen container with a used paper towel or 
sprinkle baking soda in the container.

◆  Rub vinegar inside kitchen container lid.

◆  Layer vegetative food scraps with food-soiled paper, 
shredded paper, or yard waste in your cart. 
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Collect vegetative yard and food waste in carts 
provided by the City of Seattle.

Vegetative food waste is accepted in the city-provided cart only.
(Yard waste is not allowed in the garbage.)


